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Dear Parents,

We are happy to announce that we will be offering The Hot Lunch Program again this year to Talmudical Academy Students.  This letter will answer many questions and provide specific details on how to register for the program.  Please note that all hot lunch order forms and method of payment must be placed prior to August 19, 2011.  Your child will not receive lunch the first day of school if this deadline is missed.
What is the hot lunch program?

A Federally Subsidized Hot Lunch Program that will bring quality, nutritious meals directly to your child's school.  Qualification, which is based on household income, may entitle your child to a free or reduced-price hot lunch.  Students who do not qualify for the government subsidy will still be able to purchase hot lunches at the full price.
What grades will participate?

This year the program will be available for students in grades 1-12.

How often will hot lunch be served?

Hot Lunches are served 4 days a week, Monday – Thursday (except for dormitory students who receive meals every day).  This year we are excited to be adding a Fleishig day to our Menu. Every Tuesday a meat meal will be served for lunch. Middle and High school boys will continue to have a pareve salad bar option.
Can I sign up once a week?  Once a month?  When my child likes the food?

To participate in the program, you must sign up at the beginning of the school year for the entire school year. If for some reason you need to cancel (i.e. your child is not eating the food), you may do so by contacting the Business Office during the year.
Are there refunds for school cancellation days or absences?

Unfortunately, we are not able to offer refunds for school cancellation days or absences.

How do I know if I am eligible for free or reduced meals?

Household size and income determine eligibility.  For example, a child from a family of four would be entitled to a free lunch if the household's current annual income is below $29,055.  If that same family's income is between $29,056 and $41,348, the child would be eligible to purchase lunch at the reduced price.  Determination is made by using the following Federal income guidelines.

Income Eligibility Chart:

	Household Size
	Eligible for Free Meals
	Eligible for Reduced-Price Meals

	1
	$14,157
	$20,147

	2
	  19,123
	  27,214

	3
	  24,089
	  34,281

	4
	  29,055
	  41,348

	5
	  34,921
	  48,415

	6
	  38,987
	  55,482

	7
	  43,953
	  62,549

	8
	  48,919
	  69,616

	For each additional family member, add…
	   $4,966
	  $7,067


(Note: Income for parsonage is not included in gross income)
Those households whose income level is above those indicated levels are not eligible for free or reduced meals, but may purchase meals at full price.  

How much will the Hot Lunch Program cost? 

The annual charge per child is listed in the charts below.  Larger portions and additional side dishes are served to the Middle and High school grades.

Annual Hot Lunch Meal Charge for Elementary School Student (grades 1-5) 

	Free
	Reduced
	Full Pay

	$0
	$55.20
	$475.00


Annual Hot Lunch Meal Charge for Middle School (grades 6-8)

	Free
	Reduced
	Full Pay

	$0
	$55.20
	$575.00


Annual Hot Lunch Meal Charge for High School (grades 9-12)

	Free
	Reduced
	Full Pay

	$0
	$53.20
	$560.00


How do I pay?

Payment can be made by check, cash or by signing below that you would like it added to your FACTS payment.

Please take note: No students will receive hot lunch unless payment is made in full or the add-on to FACTS form has been signed.
What forms do I need to fill out?

If you are interested in hot lunch for your child you must fill out and return

a) The hot lunch sign up form

b) If you are eligible for free or reduced meals then you must fill out the enclosed Government form for free or reduced eligibility called the FREE AND REDUCED-PRICE MEAL BENEFIT APPLICATION.  (MBA)
Please print legibly on the forms so that your enrollment can be processed.
Now that I have filled out the forms – when are the forms and payment due? 

Please mail or return the following to the Business office.  You may fax them to:410-891-5398. You must pick the FACTS option if you are faxing in your form and a payment is required.
a) The hot lunch sign up form – INCLUDE YOUR EMAIL ADDRESS TO RECEIVE YOUR CHILD’s PIN NUMBER
b) MBA (if applicable) 

c) Payment by check or signature on form for FACTS.  

They are due by August 19, 2011 to guarantee your child will receive his meals the first day of school. Any enrollment forms received between August 20th and September 8th will receive meals beginning on September 12th. Full year rates still apply. Any enrollment forms received after September 8th  will receive meals beginning October 1st and will be prorated.
What do I do if I have questions or I am unsure if I qualify for free or reduced meals?

For any questions with the program or forms please feel free to contact Mrs. Oshra Steele at the Business Office at 410-484-6600 ext. 335 or osteele@talmudicalacademy.org
Looking forward to a wonderful school year, 

Rabbi Yehudah Zelinger
