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Dear Parents,

We are happy to announce that we will be offering The Hot Lunch Program again this year to Talmudical Academy Students.  This letter will answer many questions and provide specific details on how to register for the program.  Please note that all hot lunch order forms and method of payment must be placed prior to August 20, 2010.  
What is the hot lunch program?

A Federally Subsidized Hot Lunch Program that will bring quality, nutritious meals directly to your child's school.  Qualification, which is based on household income, may entitle your child to a free or reduced-price hot lunch.  Students who do not qualify for the government subsidy will still be able to purchase hot lunches at the full price.
What grades will participate?

This year the program will be available for students in grades 1-12.

How often will hot lunch be served?

Hot Lunches are served 4 days a week, Monday – Thursday (except for dormitory students who receive meals every day).
Can I sign up once a week?  Once a month?  When my child likes the food?

To participate in the program, you must sign up at the beginning of the school year for the entire school year.

Are there refunds for school cancellation days or absences?

Unfortunately, we are not able to offer refunds for school cancellation days or absences.

How do I know if I am eligible for free or reduced meals?

Household size and income determine eligibility.  For example, a child from a family of four would be entitled to a free lunch if the household's current annual income is below $28,665.  If that same family's income is between $28,665 and $40,793, the child would be eligible to purchase lunch at the reduced price.  Determination is made by using the following Federal income guidelines.

Income Eligibility Chart:

	Household Size
	Eligible for Free Meals
	Eligible for Reduced-Price Meals

	1
	$14,079
	$20,036

	2
	  18,941
	  26,955

	3
	  23,803
	  33,874

	4
	  28,665
	  40,793

	5
	  33,527
	  47,712

	6
	  38,389
	  54,631

	7
	  43,251
	  61,550

	8
	  48,113
	  68,469

	For each additional family member, add…
	   $4,862
	  $6,919


(Note: Income for parsonage is not included in gross income)
Those households whose income level is above those indicated levels are not eligible for free or reduced meals, but may purchase meals at full price.  

How much will the Hot Lunch Program cost? 

The annual charge per child is listed in the charts below.  Larger portions and additional side dishes are served to the Middle and High school grades.

Annual Hot Lunch Meal Charge for Elementary School Student (grades 1-5) 

	Free
	Reduced
	Full Pay

	$0
	$54.80
	$445.00


Annual Hot Lunch Meal Charge for Middle School (grades 6-8)

	Free
	Reduced
	Full Pay

	$0
	$54.40
	$545.00


Annual Hot Lunch Meal Charge for High School (grades 9-12)

	Free
	Reduced
	Full Pay

	$0
	$52.80
	$530.00


How do I pay?

Payment can be made by check, cash or by signing below that you would like it added to your FACTS payment.

Please take note: No students will receive hot lunch unless payment is made in full or the add-on to FACTS form has been signed.
What forms do I need to fill out?

If you are interested in hot lunch for your child you must fill out and return

a) The hot lunch sign up form

b) If you are eligible for free or reduced meals then you must fill out the enclosed Government form for free or reduced eligibility called the FREE AND REDUCED-PRICE MEAL BENEFIT APPLICATION.  (MBA)
Now that I have filled out the forms – when are the forms and payment due? 

Please mail or return the following to the Elementary or Middle/High school office.  

a) The hot lunch sign up form

b) MBA (if applicable) 

c) Payment by check or signature on form for FACTS.  

They are due by August 20, 2010 to guarantee your child will receive his meals.

What do I do if I have questions or I am unsure if I qualify for free or reduced meals?

For any questions with the program or forms please feel free to contact Mrs. Marla Lewis at 410-358-4930 or marla.lewis@comcast.net.

Looking forward to a wonderful school year, 

Rabbi Yehudah Zelinger
